
Nick's Canyon Shdugra valley
Info : La qualité de cette description n'a pas encore été vérifiée ou a été jugée mauvaise.
Si vous connaissez ce canyon, merci de vérifier cette description et de déposer un rapport avec une note pour
cette description en utilisant Rapports +Nouveau rapport. Si vous constatez une erreur, merci de nous en faire
part ou de rejoindre la communauté afin de corriger vous-même cette description.
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Pays: საქართველო / Georgia   Région: სამეგრელო-ზემო სვანეთის მხარე   Sous-régione: მესტიის
მუნიციპალიტეტი   Ville: მესტია / Mestia
Difficulté:  difficile Niveau:  v5 a3 V Temps total:  9h30
Temps approche: 3h Temps tour: 5h Temps de retour: 1h30
Altitude d'entrée: 2360m Altitude de sortie: 2070m Altitude du delta: 290m
Longueur du canyon:  600m Rapelle le plus haut: 75m Nombre de rapelles: 14
Transport: Voiture obligatoire Type de roche: granite Zone de prise d'eau: km²
Saison: septembre - novembre Orientation: Meilleur moment:

Évaluation:  0 () Info:  0 () Belay:  0 ()
Spécialités:

Matériel:
Cordes: 3x80
Résumé:
The canyon is carved entirely out of solid granite rock. It does not feature deep water pools (which eliminates the 
need for frequent swimming), but it stands out due to its supreme technical difficulty and massive vertical drop.

Start Point: 2360 m above sea level.

Exit Point:  2070 m above sea level.

Vertical Parameters: The total vertical drop is 290 meters.

Route Architecture: Includes 12 waterfalls and requires 14 vertical descents (abseils/rappels).
Hydrologie:
The glacier-fed rivers are characterized by massive water volume (discharge/flow rate) during the snowmelt 
season. The highly restricted, narrow erosional corridors and the nature of the granite rock formations, combined 
with the heavy water volume, generate two primary hazards: intense hydrodynamic pressure and constant, active 
rockfall. An additional layer of difficulty is the extreme isolation of the location and its distance from populated 
areas, rendering rescue operations in emergency situations virtually impossible.
Critical Thermal Safety Factor: The combination of an extremely cold, glacier-fed water flow, high altitude, and low 
autumn air temperatures creates an aggressively cold environment. To prevent hypothermia, it is mandatory for 
team members to be equipped with heavy thermal wetsuits (up to 8mm neoprene) or specialized drysuits.
Accès:

Approche:



Tour:
Late October 2025 was deliberately selected for the expedition as it represents the most stable transitional 
season in the mountains. Following the hot season, temperatures drop, and the rate of snow and glacial melt 
decreases to a minimum. This sharply reduces the initial water discharge in the canyon, opening a unique but 
brief window of opportunity to operate inside the gorges.The canyon is carved entirely out of solid granite rock. It 
does not feature deep water pools (which eliminates the need for frequent swimming), but it stands out due to its 
supreme technical difficulty and massive vertical drop.

Start Point: GPS: 43°07'49.4"N 42°35'57.3"E | Elevation: 2360 m above sea level.

Exit Point: GPS: 43°07'09.4"N 42°35'44.2"E | Elevation: 2070 m above sea level.

Vertical Parameters: The total vertical drop is 290 meters.

Route Architecture: Includes 12 waterfalls and requires 14 vertical descents (abseils/rappels).

Morphological Zones and Critical Section:

Upper Section: Relatively open and technically straightforward for orientation.

The 110-Meter Waterfall: The main technical challenge of the gorge. To mitigate the risks of heavy water flow, 
rockfalls, and icefalls, five independent anchor stations were installed along the vertical wall. Complex horizontal 
traverses were set up to transition between these stations, allowing the team to safely maneuver away from the 
main aquatic impact zone. The highest single vertical pitch from one station was 75 meters.
Retour:
Lower (Confined and High-Volume) Section: After the 110-meter waterfall, Niko's Canyon merges with the main, 
highest-volume waterfall of Shdugra, forming a unified gorge. From this intersection, environmental conditions 
change dramatically and radically. Since two powerful hydrological flows unite here, the water volume (discharge) 
increases approximately fivefold (5x). This massive volume flows through a chaos of giant boulders (boulder 
choke), making movement and safety control exceptionally difficult. The gorge becomes strictly confined, 
enclosed by towering vertical walls reaching up to 200 meters. This factor, combined with the heavy hydraulic 
flow, creates an absolute Commitment Zone (complete technical isolation), as finding any alternative exit or 
emergency evacuation route from this section is impossible—the only way out is straight forward, to the very end 
of the canyon (Exit Point).
Coordonnées:

Rapports:
Première descente: 11.04.2025 par giorgi enuqidze, giga shubitidze, giga ashotia, guram khutcishvili, aleqsandre
pangani, nodar chkhikvadze


