
Valle del Salto
Valle del Salto,Riale Salto,Val del Salto,Maggia
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Country: Schweiz / Switzerland   Region: Kanton Tessin / Cantone Ticino   Subregion: Bezirk Vallemaggia  
Town: Maggia
Difficulty:  difficult Grading:  v5 a5 IV Total time:  7h10
Approachtime: 2h Tourtime: 5h Returntime: 10min
Altitude entry: 745m Altitude exit: 370m Delta Altitude: 375m
Canyon length:  3100m Highest rapell: 65m Amount rapells: 14
Transport: on Foot Rock type: Drainage area: 19.70km²
Season: June - September Orientation: Southwest Best Time: 10-12 o'clock
Rating:  3.8 (9) Info:  2.7 (6) Belay:  2.4 (8)
Specialities:
Dam (inform operator), Dam (autom. flushing),
Gear:
Ropes: 2x 65m
Summary: (machine translated)
A long tour that can become tiring towards the exit. As there is only one real highlight in the first two thirds with 
the 12m slide, the majority of climbers limit themselves to the last part. It is much more attractive, has only 4 
abseiling points, the last cascade with 65m; several swimming passages in narrow gorge sections, relatively short 
walking passages.
The bottom line is that it is simply more rewarding in terms of effort and "return".
Hydrology: (machine translated)
Tel. contact Società Elettrica Sopracenerina, www.SES.ch: Tel. 091/7569301
Highest point in the catchment area: 2360m 70% meadows and forest 30% rocks
Access: (machine translated)
From Locarno --> ri Maggiatal --> main road to the village of Maggia --> at the small shopping center turn right up 
the road to the church --> turn left over the bridge --> after the S-bend or church take the first road (AI Busgian) 
to the right --> follow the dead end to the exit --> parking lot at approx. 310Hm (see map).
Approach: (machine translated)
!!!Attention the entry (Start 2) is on private property, the owners have no joy with us!!!!

From the parking lot, go straight across the small meadow past the house (left) --> at the 1st signpost on the right 
along the stone wall --> follow Steineren Weg (first check the water level at the 65m waterfall. To do this, go 
behind the houses on the right via the small path to the exit) --> after checking the water level, continue up the 
stone steps through the iron gate --> at the next signpost turn right towards Giro V. del Salto --> then there is a 
fork in the path --> below the house continue right (stone signpost Maggia) --> follow the path slightly downhill to 
signpost 3 --> here continue left towards Giro V. Salto --> after a short time there are 2 houses (the house on the 
right has collapsed) (approx. 460m) --> behind the collapsed house go through high ferns to a large tree where 
there is an abseiling point (2 ropes around a branch with a ring) --> approx. 450m (alternative entry to the 
shortened descent. The access takes about 30 minutes)

If we decide on the access at the water catchment, we continue on the path to there (about 90 min. additional).
However, we can also take the path on the orographic left side of the valley to this destination. To do this, we do 
not go left at signpost 3, but right, cross the Rio Salto on a stone bridge and then take the path to the left at the 
chapel. This also takes us to the entry point at the water catchment in about the same time.



Tour: (machine translated)
Start the tour below the water catchment at 745m with a jump into the large pool. This is followed by a long walk, 
with lots of downclimbing and swimming. After about 80 minutes we come to the 12m slide highlight, 30 minutes 
later we stand above the elongated pool, into which those who prefer the short version rope. Here is the 
description of the following last part of the ascent:

Arriving at the Baum abseil point (approx. 450m), you rope approx. 45m into the narrow part of the canyon 
(Attention: make sure to wet the rope beforehand) --> on arrival you stand in hip-deep water --> a swimming 
passage with a small clamping block in the water follows --> at the exit of the swimming passage there is a small 
abort which you can first rappel down 11m and jump 7m (stand high up , traverese rope possible) --> after the 
canyons the canyon opens briefly (several large boulders) before it goes to the next narrow swimming passage 
(here a large tree root stretches and forms a small siphon) --> this point can be easily climbed over --> another 
short swimming passage until you are almost below the stone bridge --> at this point there is a bolt on the left 
which can make walking in the approx. 15m long chute --> below the huge clamping block you can climb approx. 
4m can be jumped into deep pools --> short swim to the large boulders where the canyon opens up again --> 
after the last downclimbs you reach the final waterfall of 65m on the left --> to reach the belay safely, a 
traversese rope should be set up --> the excellent belay is on the left at head height above the chute (in the 
middle of the 65m waterfall there is a bolt on the right) --> a 70m rope is recommended for pulling off in large 
canyons (very nice rappel), It is better to tie a 30m rope to it to be able to pull off outside the pool. --> An 
emergency exit is left before the final waterfall.

You can exit via the water drainage channel above the final waterfall. You can also deposit a 70 m rappel rope in 
the final waterfall during access. In this way, you can avoid having to change in the vertical.

Our time requirement for this last part is about 200 minutes.
Return: (machine translated)

After the large pool at an altitude of approx. 330 m, descend to the right over concrete steps --> the hiking trail 
leads to the small grape field --> then ascend briefly to the right until you are back at the parking lot.
Coordinates:
Canyon Start  46.2643 8.7296
Canyon End  46.2509 8.7064
Parking Entry and Exit  46.2502 8.7036
Waterlevel Checkpoint  46.2510 8.7065
Alternative Canyon Start  46.2513 8.7089
Alternative Canyon Start  46.2533 8.7163

http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.26430000,8.72956000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.25090000,8.70640000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.25022000,8.70355000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.25100000,8.70650000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.25132100,8.70891800
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.25327600,8.71625700


Reports:

2025-09-12 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto C’est long… beaucoup de marche et de
nage!8h20 voiture à voiture. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/2684/observations.html)

2025-09-08 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto A lot of swimming and walking on slippery
rocks (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2025-09-08 | stijn van de Ven |   |     |   |  Normal |  Completed
Way too long way too much swimming for me

2025-08-17 | Alex Arnold |     |  |    |  Normal |  Completed
Only the lower part done. Beautiful tour (machine translated)

2025-08-15 | MirkoT | |  |     |  Normal |  Emergency exit
To make the descent (or plunge?) of the final rappel, ascend from Maggia to the left bank of the stream and at
about elevation 420 take a trail to the NW that crosses a bent wire mesh and with the aid of a steel ladder comes
directly to the arm on the left bank. (machine translated)

2025-08-13 | Francesca |     |  |     |  Low |  Completed
Approach not challenging but close to two hours. First dive from 18 or so very precision it is possible to avoid it by
entering a little further upstream. Good weapons Gorge with very swimable gullies, from the trail orography sheet
the horizontal sections are all gullies to swim. The final rappel is majestic, very slippery. If you want to avoid
carrying ropes all the way down the creek, it is possible on the approach to access the upper part of the final
rappel and leave them there and then pick them up again as soon as you get to the rappel. The updated dam
phone can be found in the sign present before the approach trail. (machine translated)

2025-08-12 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2025-08-10 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2025-07-19 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto Equipaggiamento del canyon buono. Sceso a
partire dalla diga. Tutti i salti e i toboga fattibili. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/2684/observations.html)

2025-05-03 | Gregor Bernsteiner |      |     |    |  Normal |  Completed
Got in at start 2 according to the guide Nizzola. !!!Attention the entry (start 2) is on private property, the owners
are not happy with us!!!! Be careful, the wire rope at the stand in front of the bridge is not anchored (only loosely
jammed) Otherwise everything is great and very beautiful.  (machine translated)

2024-09-17 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle del Salto, Wasserstand: "niedrig" Verankerungen: "OK
(inox)" Einsteig bei START 2 (laut Nizzola Führer) auf 480 MüM. (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-
schweiz-liste/1097-valle-del-salto)

2024-09-10 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto Ras (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2024-08-20 | Peter |     |     |    |  Normal |  Completed
All in order, the water flow gives no problem. The long stretches of swimming and walking on boulders make it
quite a tiring course. (machine translated)

2024-08-10 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto Done both the upper part (from the water
captation/dam) and lower part (from the stone bridge).Upper with many pools to swim and many jumps, all
doable, and with all the anchor point in orders and present quite everywhere where needed. Many wonderful
jumps and the toboggan of 20m.Lower part everything in order and descended the final 65 from the central
double anchor with chain, present also many others.1h45 access and 4h45 progression in a group of 3 (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2024-08-10 | Massimo Loriato |     |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
Done both the upper part (from the water captation/dam) and lower part (from the stone bridge), by using the
approach path on orographic left side of the valley after crossing the stone bridge. Upper with many pools to swim
and many jumps, all doable, and with all the anchor point in orders and present quite everywhere where needed.
Many wonderful jumps and the toboggan of 20m. Lower part everything in order and descended the final 65 from
the central double anchor with chain, present also many others. 1h45 access and 4h45 progression in a group of 3

2024-07-29 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto Ottimo canyon per i periodi molto caldi,
siccome è davvero molto acquatico.Le soste erano tutte ok, manca uno spot con anello in una calata piccola da 4
metri.Si possono fare molti più salti di quanti descritti dalla guida. All'inizio si può iniziare con un bel salto da 12
MT. dal mezzo ponte. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2024-07-23 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto Très beau long canyon avec de larges
portions aquatiques dans des etroitures. Le T20 est dément et il peut être refait. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2024-07-22 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle del Salto, Wasserstand: "niedrig" Verankerungen: "ok
(inox)" Einsteig bei START 2 (laut Nizzola Führer) auf 480 MüM. (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-
schweiz-liste/1097-valle-del-salto)

2024-07-22 | Anja |     |   |   |  Low |  Completed
We did the lower part. At the entry (50m rappel on the tree, 540m) the old slings were removed and replaced by a
ring, see picture. Jumps and belays are all fine so far. (machine translated)

2024-06-14 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle del Salto, Wasserstand: "Mittel. " Verankerungen: "Nicht
üppig aber ok. " Stellenweise rutschig. (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/?view=article&id=1097&Itemid=203)

2024-05-29 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Salto Magnifique canyon ludique. Approche facile.
Le T20 est superbe. Il y a des beaux encaissements. Beaucoup de nage également. Sur les petits rappels, il peut
être utile de prendre 1-2 plaquettes. Il y a des tiges de 10mm en place mais sans les plaquettes. (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2684/observations.html)

2023-04-05 | Daniel Sturm | |    |  | |  Not done
Coordinates edited. (machine translated)

2023-03-09 | System User |     |  |  | |
Info: Teile der Canyonbeschreibung wurden automatisiert übernommen. Konkret die Felder Weblinks, Koordinaten,
Rating, Länge des Canyon, Einfachseil Mindestens von https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon/2684

2023-03-09 | System User |    |  |  | |
Daten importiert von https://canyon.carto.net/cwiki/bin/view/Canyons/SaltoCanyon.html


