
Bouisse
Ravin de la Bouisse

Info: The quality of this description has not been checked yet or was rated bad.
If you know this canyon, please check this description and file a report with a rating for this description using
Reports -> +New Report. Should you notice any error, please let us know or join the community in order to fix this
description yourself.
Create: 2023-11-20 21:22:14 Update: 2026-10-14 09:29:51 Print: 2026-10-31 01:10:50
Country: France   Region: Provence-Alpes-Côte-d’Azur / Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur   Subregion: Alpes-de-
Haute-Provence   Town: Esparron-de-Verdon
Difficulty:  not as difficult Grading:  v3 a1 II Total time:  2h20
Approachtime: 35min Tourtime: 1h30 Returntime: 15min
Altitude entry: 480m Altitude exit: 360m Delta Altitude: 120m
Canyon length:  450m Highest rapell: 25m Amount rapells:

Transport: Rock type: Drainage area: km²
Season: Orientation: Best Time:

Rating:  0.8 (1) Info:  0 () Belay:  0 ()
Specialities:

Gear:
Ropes: 30m
Summary:
Dry, overgrown ravine with 6-7 rappels (up to 25 m) on minimal equipment, in dense vegetation; little aesthetic 
value apart from the view of the lake at the end. No escape on the last rappels.
Hydrology:
Dry. Rock is slippery after rain.
Access:
From Gréoux-les-Bains, take the D952 towards St-Martin-de-Brôme for about 1.2 km. Then turn right to Esparron-
de-Verdon on the shore of the lake of the same name. Cross the village centre and go around the castle. Then 
leave the road to Quinson 50 m after the castle by turning right towards the campsite "Le Soleil". Follow this small 
road to its end, where it turns into a track. Park without blocking the way just before the section of track reserved 
for the fire brigade.
Approach:
Walk a few metres down towards the lake and take the path climbing on the left towards the top of the hill 
(botanical trail). At the top, continue on the same path until it meets a track leading right to a hunters' cabin. 
Behind the cabin, a hunters' trail leads to the bottom of the Bouisse ravine. It is advised to first follow the ravine 
on the right bank because of the dense vegetation for a good hundred metres before entering it. Access is risky 
during the hunting season.
Tour:
The descent consists of 6 or 7 rappels, some of them not very aesthetic, in rather dense vegetation where a 
machete is useful, strewn with some old traces of water (old potholes, lapiaz, outlets of fossil networks...). The 
only positive point is the view of the lake on the final section. No escape on the last rappels. Equipment is 
minimalist: single-point bolts (8 mm studs with chain links) and rope slings with links on natural anchors (done in 
January 2017).

Remarks: Risky access during the hunting season. Slippery rock after rain. Bring something to cut a few branches, 
as the vegetation is king. Risk of falling blocks on the left bank during the down-climb leading to the top of the 
R30 (cracked rock at the base of the cliff).



Return:
At the small final pond at the foot of the last rappel, exit on the right bank and follow the faint paths along the 
lake to the track where your vehicle is parked.
Coordinates:
Canyon Start  43.7267 5.9732
Canyon End  43.7272 5.9684
Unknown Parking  43.7294 5.9661
Reports:
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http://www.google.com/maps/place/43.72670000,5.97317000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/43.72720000,5.96841000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/43.72940000,5.96607000

