
Black Rock Gorge
Info: The quality of this description has not been checked yet or was rated bad.
If you know this canyon, please check this description and file a report with a rating for this description using
Reports -> +New Report. Should you notice any error, please let us know or join the community in order to fix this
description yourself.
Create: 2024-06-05 23:19:14 Update: 2026-10-09 08:09:31 Print: 2026-10-31 01:10:23
Country: United Kingdom / United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland   Region: Scotland  
Subregion: Highland   Town: Alness
Difficulty:  difficult Grading:  v3 a5 IV Total time:  4h50
Approachtime: 40min Tourtime: 4h Returntime: 10min
Altitude entry: 120m Altitude exit: 60m Delta Altitude: 60m
Canyon length:  1700m Highest rapell: 73m Amount rapells:

Transport: on Foot Rock type: conglomerate Drainage area: 30.00km²
Season: Orientation: Best Time:

Rating:  5 (1) Info:  0 () Belay:  0 ()
Specialities:

Gear:

Summary:
A long, deep, narrow, drawn-out, cold and magnificent water gorge with numerous tree trunks. When the water 
level is high, it is only suitable for experienced teams; when the water level is low, it can still be strenuous.
Hydrology:
Only attempt at low flow, very committing trip. Dam up stream could release causing flash floods without prior 
warning.
Access:
Approach by Car: Park in one of the lay by's on the road, ensuring you don't obstruct gateways, footpaths and the 
road. Use the route card to see the best locations. from your vehicle, head towards the start of the canyon, We 
strongly recommend rigging escape ropes if you have any doubts about the weather / team ability as it is 
completely inescapable inside. 
Approach:
Canyon entry: An abseil is required to enter the gorge, Use the shape ion the river to work out where you should 
enter, ideally you will enter at a bend on the river with a large bank be aware of the loose rock as you abseil in.
Tour:
 The rock is conglomerate, all walls are very loose, rocks can easily be knocked into the gorge. several escape 
ropes (between 40-50m each) are recommended incase levels begin to rise. Anchor kit is required for a descent, 
pre-existing anchors in the canyon are likely to be missing or damaged.

 Canyon descent: All the drops are below 15m, expect around 10-11 pitches in total (some can be jumped). 
Features inside the canyon are always changing, some of the log jams will move after each flood. expect to find 
false floors and loose rock.
Return:
 Exit: Canyon walls will end and you'll be able to climb the ladder on the TL to escape, climb out here and head 
back to wherever you parked. Escapes: not possible until the end, escape ropes are highly recommend.
Coordinates:
Canyon Start  57.6667 -4.3842
Parking at Entry  57.6676 -4.3800
Parking at Exit  57.6692 -4.3497
Canyon End  57.6697 -4.3550

http://www.google.com/maps/place/57.66671635,-4.38419184
http://www.google.com/maps/place/57.66762824,-4.37997831
http://www.google.com/maps/place/57.66921713,-4.34971275
http://www.google.com/maps/place/57.66973487,-4.35497592
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