Piane sup.

Rio delle Piane Superiore ,Cascate dell'Alpe Quartiere,Croso di Strienghi
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’Country: Italia / Italy Region: Piemonte Subregion: Vercelli Town: Fobello

IDifficulty: not as difficult Grading: v3a3 i Total time: 2h10
’Approachtime: 50min ’Tourtime: 1lh ’Returntime: 20min
Altitude entry: 1480m |Altitude exit: 1320m Delta Altitude: 160m
’Canyon length: 500m ’Highest rapell: 25m ’Amount rapells: 4
’Transport: on Foot ’Rock type: gneiss ’Drainage area: 5.00km?
|Season: June - September |Orientation: Southeast |Best Time: 9-15 o'clock
Rating: 77 2.5 (1) lInfo: % 2 (1) Belay: % 2 (1)

’Specialities:

Gear:
Ropes: 2 x 60 m

Summary:
Easier upper section above the better-known lower Piane; 4 rappels in an open setting; cold water.

Hydrology:

Access:
From Varallo, take the Val Mastallone road and follow it to Fobello, then continue to the end of the road near
Santa Maria, where you leave it at the last parking lot (la Gazza)

Approach:

From the parking there are two paths; follow the one on the left (515 CAl), which almost runs alongside the
Mastallone stream, passing through a pretty village. Then, cross a bridge over the Mastallone and go up the Piane
valley. After a 15-minute climb, you'll find a hut on the right, then the valley levels out, continue past some huts
(Alpe Quartiere), then the path passes alongside a ravine. When this ends and the valley opens up, descend along
tracks in the meadow to the stream (near some huts on the other side, Alpe Oro del Cortese). 50 minutes in total.

Tour:

Above this upper section, there are two other abseils, but given the distance from the rest of the route, they are
less interesting.

You enter and find the first C20 (right) (with a hanging pool to overcome),

then C18 (right), a little march and you find a small bridge with some large pipes,
just after C25 (left) (with rubbing),

then MC+C18 (right), here begins a long stretch of walking between large boulders.

Return:

- After 5 min. you can exit on the left, reaching the approach path; in 20 min. of descente you arrive to the
parking.

- Remaining in the riverbed (15 min.) you reach the lower Piane

Coordinates:
Canyon End 45.9089 8.1202
Canyon Start 45.9108 8.1122

Reports:
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The upper section is less well-known than the lower one. With easier waterfalls and an open setting, it's worth
exploring if you want to extend the descent of the lower section, even though there’s a 15- to 20-minute walk
over boulders between the two sections. (machine translated)



http://www.google.com/maps/place/45.90889001,8.12021119
http://www.google.com/maps/place/45.91077985,8.11218205

Parts:
Piane inf., v4 a4 Il, 20min+2h+5min
Piane sup., v3 a3 Il, 50min+1h+20min




