
Valgrande
Val Grande,GOLE DELLA VAL GRANDE,Grande

Info: The quality of this description has not been checked yet or was rated bad.
If you know this canyon, please check this description and file a report with a rating for this description using
Reports -> +New Report. Should you notice any error, please let us know or join the community in order to fix this
description yourself.
Create: 2024-06-05 22:28:00 Update: 2026-08-11 09:49:49 Print: 2026-08-24 03:08:26
Country: Italia / Italy   Region: Piemonte   Subregion: Verbano-Cusio-Ossola   Town: Cossogno
Difficulty:  a little difficult Grading:  v1 a4 IV Total time:  7h45
Approachtime: 2h30 Tourtime: 5h Returntime: 15min
Altitude entry: 500m Altitude exit: 390m Delta Altitude: 110m
Canyon length:  m Highest rapell: m Amount rapells:

Transport: Rock type: Drainage area: km²
Season: June - October Orientation: Best Time:

Rating:  0 () Info:  0 () Belay:  0 ()
Specialities:

Gear:

Summary:
Randonnée acquatique, featuring long stretches of lakes separated by walking sections. Quite a beautiful and wild 
environment.
Hydrology:
Flow is strong in spring and after heavy rain. An intake in the final section has no impact on the route.
Access:
Exit the A26 motorway at Verbania and keep going. Immediately after a roundabout, turn left towards Premeno, 
and after a few kilometers, turn left again towards Rovegro – Cicogna. Continue along the road, which narrows 
after Rovegro, and park near the huts of Bignugno wherever possible before the no-parking zone begins, just 
before a tunnel carved into the rock.
Approach:
Take the trail heading up between the Bignugno huts, and at the first junction, turn right following the red-and-
white trail markers. Pass another alpine pasture and, at the next fork, keep right. After passing more huts, a slight 
descent leads to the Velina Bridge (a possible entry point). Just before the bridge, a trail branches off to the left, 
running along the hillside into the valley. You will navigate a few tricky passes equipped with steel cables and 
ladders. When the trail passes within a few meters of the stream, begin the descent. It is also possible to enter 
earlier by making your way down through the woods where feasible.
Tour:
In one specific pass, during high flow, a safety rope segment might be useful. One mandatory jump (5 m) while 
navigating a boulder choke.
Rio Valgrande has been descended in its entirety from its source in the heart of the valley. It is more 
discontinuous but features a few nice sections, always without ropes. For the full descent, allow at least 7–8 hours 
for the canyoning portion alone. The purely canyoning interest of this stream is rather low, but it becomes an 
incredible adventure when approached as a pure wilderness-style trek with a canyoning return route.
Return:
Before the water intake, the stream opens up significantly; continue walking until you reach the Casletto Bridge. 
Shortly past the bridge, head up through the woods on the right to reach the road. Walk through the tunnel to get 
back to the car.



Coordinates:
Canyon Start  46.0031 8.4524
Canyon End  45.9927 8.4835
Alternative Canyon Start  46.0479 8.4189
Parking Entry and Exit  45.9872 8.4810
Reports:
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http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.00307514,8.45238354
http://www.google.com/maps/place/45.99268823,8.48349240
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.04788999,8.41887048
http://www.google.com/maps/place/45.98715958,8.48102229

