
Cugnasco (inferiore)
Riale Riavena
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Country: Schweiz / Switzerland   Region: Kanton Tessin / Cantone Ticino   Subregion: Bezirk Locarno   Town:
Cugnasco-Gerra
Difficulty:  a little difficult Grading:  v3 a4 III Total time:  3h2
Approachtime: 45min Tourtime: 2h15 Returntime: 2min
Altitude entry: 430m Altitude exit: 250m Delta Altitude: 180m
Canyon length:  m Highest rapell: 30m Amount rapells: 11
Transport: Car optional Rock type: Drainage area: 8.39km²
Season: May - September Orientation: Best Time:

Rating:  3.6 (33) Info:  2.6 (19) Belay:  2.6 (30)
Specialities:

Gear:
Ropes: 2x 40m/ (1X 20m)
Summary: (machine translated)
Very clean and beautiful; a lot of places to slide, jump or rappel; the entry can be reached on foot, by bus or car.
Hydrology:

Access: (machine translated)
From Locarno --> Biasca on the right --> in the village of Cugnasco turn left after the bridge (right camping site) 
and park on the left before the next bridge or cross the next bridge and park at the mill collection point (= exit 
240Hm) --> at the boulders lying under the bridge in the middle you can read the water level --> if 3/3.5 boulders 
are washed over the tour is still possible, if the 4th boulder is washed over, there is too much water in the canyon.
Approach: (machine translated)
Alternative from the upper parking lot:
From the upper (small and unpaved) parking lot next to the small one, follow the path for about 400 meters, first a 
short climb, then follow the saddle.

Alternative On foot from the lower parking lot: about 45min. From the parking lot --> left up the road, after a few 
hairpin bends you will come to the sign 'Agarone' --> continue up the road --> at the next crossroads continue to 
'Monti Motti' and always straight along the road --> here you will come to some nice houses and bus stops --> 
after a fountain (on the left) you will come more and more into the woods.) you get more and more into the forest 
--> at the sign 'Via Medoscio' at about 450Hm (parking) --> from here you leave the road and go right the trail 
through the forest a bit up --> then down to the stream at about 430Hm (entry).
Tour: (machine translated)
In this canyon there is always something to do --> right at the beginning you have several rappel (jumps) --> the 
short distances between the rappel or jumps you have to overcome mostly climbing --> in this canyon there are 
many variants to master steps (waterfalls) --> in the upper half you come to a large overgrown boulder in the 
middle of the canyon --> here can also be bypassed left --> after a short climbing and hiking passages comes a 
beautiful approx. 30m waterfall (left in the water, re. outside of the water) --> after good control you can master 
the next parts by jumping or sliding --> be careful at the 18m slide (very steep/li. rock) (if you don't have enough 
practice it's better to rappel here!) --> after the pool on the left, rappel over rock for 4m --> again on the right. 
hold and rappel --> now comes another 7m jump and 10m rappel --> climbing passage in the water --> short 
swim --> rappel 8m right and20m left --> 3m jump left (! Caution) --> after a short swim it goes to the exit of the 
canyons which opens here and the bridge with parking comes into view.

In 2022 all jumps were gravelled.



Return: (machine translated)
Get off at the barbecue area/ slide brake --> follow the path to the parking lot.
Coordinates:
Canyon Start  46.1838 8.9167
Canyon End  46.1780 8.9177
Waterlevel Checkpoint  46.1779 8.9177
Parking at Exit  46.1768 8.9174
Parking at Entry  46.1813 8.9143

http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.18378000,8.91672000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.17800000,8.91770000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.17794915,8.91772933
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.17680000,8.91738000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.18134000,8.91431000


Reports:

2026-03-31 | Lieke Smulders |     |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
everything good! 3 stones washed over. Watch out at second drop, the 8 knot is not good to hang in!

2026-02-22 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Niedrig"
Verankerungen: "Gut" 3 Steine und rutschig. (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-
di-cugnasco-inferiore)

2026-02-22 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2026-02-22 | Bina |    |  |  |  Low |  Completed
3 stones washed over, more slippery than Progero/ Palme. 18 degrees in the afternoon, bathing suit temperature
for running up. (machine translated)

2025-11-09 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Mittel-niedrig"
Verankerungen: "Gut" 3 Steine, erstaunlich griffig, sonnig im Zustieg. (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-
schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-inferiore)

2025-11-09 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Also in autumn nice. (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-11-09 | Bina |    |  |    |  Normal |  Completed
Also beautiful in the fall. (machine translated)

2025-10-25 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-10-06 | Pepijn Hoeksema |    |     |   |  Normal |  Completed
Water level back to normal!

2025-10-01 | Elias Eberl |     |    |     |  High |  Completed
5-6 stones washed over during the check at the exit. Good pitches, no problems (machine translated)

2025-09-25 | System User | |  |  |  Crazy |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) We were there well equipped
extra bolts and drill and experienced. Team (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-09-24 | System User | |  |  |  Crazy |  Not done
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-09-21 | Joey CIA |    |  |    |  Normal |  Completed
Everything tip top, 3 stones washed over at the water check Pleasant water temperature (machine translated)

2025-09-06 | GoldenMat |     |  |     |  High |  Completed
Decently strong flow after some rain the previous days. Done as plan B after checking Iragna. Anchors perfect. No
shuttle, 30 mins from lower park.

2025-08-16 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-08-14 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) beau parcours, simple et
ouvert Très bien équipé, idéal pour réviser ses manip , initier des personnes au canyon verticale. Possibilité de
faire sans navettes avec 25min de marche pour relier la fin jusqu’au départ à pied. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-08-14 | System User | |  |  |  Crazy |  Not done
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Warning: Avoid disturbance
through mass canyoning (11.08.25 - 31.08.25)After RIC 2025 big groups have been reported that cause litter at
the parking sites, occupy private property, party loud after canyoning and park without considering access by
local inhabitants. Local communities are already pissed! In order to avoid negative consequences and regulations
please make sure that you act considering the environment and local communities. Please fill each car completely
to avoid congestions in the parking lots, use alternative parking, be quiet, limit whistle signals in the canyon,
respect local catholic culture by not undressing visibly and use clothing for ascent. Do not party after canyoning in
the parking lots and remove your litter please! (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-08-11 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) DC+Équipement ok (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-08-08 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Tout est ok (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-08-02 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) RAS, possibilité de sauter à la
sortie du canyon dans le début du la rivière (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-07-29 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-07-25 | System User | |  |  |  Crazy |  Not done
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-07-19 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "niedrig"
Verankerungen: "sehr gut" (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-
inferiore)

2025-06-15 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Some 14mm glued ankors.
Most ankors ok.Check fix-ropes’!Quite slippery 30m waterfall if you take the relai in the middle.Nicely aquatic and
warm water!We did it in the night and then on sunday for the bachab intermediate course.Always a blast :)
(Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-06-15 | Samy |     |  |     |  Normal |  Completed
Training tour. (machine translated)

2025-06-14 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "4.5 Steine"
Verankerungen: "Gut" Alles Tiptop (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-
cugnasco-inferiore)

2025-06-14 | Peisen |     |  |    |  Normal |  Completed
...

2025-06-13 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "4 1/2 Steine"
Verankerungen: "gut" Aktuell recht griffig zu gehen. (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-
liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-inferiore)

2025-06-01 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2025-06-01 | Bina |     |  |     |  Normal |  Completed
4 stones washed over. Everything is ok. (machine translated)

2025-05-31 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Mittel"
Verankerungen: "Super" Einige Fixseile bereits wieder Schäden, viele Pools immer noch gefüllt (Quelle:
https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-inferiore)

2025-05-31 | Urs K. |     |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
Slippery in places for walking, but otherwise everything was fine. (machine translated)

2025-05-29 | Kevin Sindberg |     |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
Four stones were washed over - all stands in order (machine translated)

2025-05-23 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "mittel, 5 Steine"
Verankerungen: "i.O." Frischer grösserer Felsausbruch auf der Laufstrecke nach C21 (Quelle:
https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-inferiore)

2025-05-18 | Kris Klein |     |     |     |  High |  Completed
Water level rather high (see picture 2), therefore significantly more white water (especially in a pool, the water
can push you under water when swimming to the edge. Climbing out to the ortographic left side is not possible
here, so you have to swim through, pictures 1 & 3). Otherwise everything is doable. Small tree trunk removed at a
small downclimb (with fixed ropes). New somewhat larger break-off point in the middle of a walking passage.
Some of the installed auxiliary ropes look a bit sad. (machine translated)

2025-05-16 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Hoch"
Verankerungen: "Guz" 6.5 Steine Rierna ist noch verboten. Riena wäre Cugnasco. (Quelle:
https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-inferiore)

2025-05-16 | Patrik Bartel |     |  |     |  High |  Completed
6.5 stones, beautiful evening tour. (machine translated)

2025-05-01 | Max |     |   |     |  High |  Completed
Quite a lot of water (7 stones) but still easy to do, the anchors are all there. (machine translated)

2024-10-04 | Stephan Gehringer |    |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
Everything ok (machine translated)

2024-10-01 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) DC+Amarrages RASSuper
découverte (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-09-17 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "niedrig (3 Steine)"
Verankerungen: "sehr gut (inox)" (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-
inferiore)

2024-09-12 | Pepijn Hoeksema |     |   |   |  Normal |  Completed
Good trip.

2024-09-06 | Pepijn Hoeksema |     |    |    |  Normal |  Completed
Water levels are dropping fast after the heavy rain First photo after heavy rain around 19:00 on 05.09.2024
Second photo around 09:00 on 06.09.2024 It was a good trip.

2024-09-05 | Clarissa Linder |   |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
Despite rain, low-normal water level (photo attached). All stands ok. Slippery. (machine translated)

2024-08-12 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Super bien équipé. Dans la c30
on a fractionné au milieux sur le replat cela à évité du frottement et du tirage.3 dales recouverte au point visu
débit. Fait sans navette en parkant en haut et remonté en maillot de bain sans les affaires par chemin de Lögh en
20 minutes très jolis. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-08-11 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Tief (2.5 Steine)"
Verankerungen: "Sehr gut" - (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-
inferiore)

2024-08-11 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) RAS. (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-08-10 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Plusieurs parties glissantes,
équipement top. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-08-05 | Andreas B |     |     |  |  Normal |  Completed
Good water level. Group of 6 children and 6 adults took 3:30 hours. We set up two abseiling points where possible.
Unfortunately not much jumping and sliding in the canyon. Partly because the pools were too gravelly. Several
higher rappels. At the exit there are two nice jumps. Climb the first one at the last pool on the left up the wall.
There is a rope from the pool so that you can jump several times. The second jump from the wall on the way back.
(machine translated)

2024-07-28 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Tief. 3 Steine. "
Verankerungen: "Sehr gut. " (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-
inferiore)

2024-07-27 | Urs K. |     |     |     |  Low |  Completed
Everything OK, nothing to mention. (machine translated)

2024-07-26 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Petit canyon sympa. Les
obstacles sont jolis. A faire dans l’actif pour bien profiter (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-07-15 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "niedrig (3 Steine)"
Verankerungen: "sehr gut (inox)" (Quelle: https://schlucht.ch/schluchten-der-schweiz-liste/1089-valle-di-cugnasco-
inferiore)

2024-07-11 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "Mittel. 4 Steine. "
Verankerungen: "Sehr gut. " Zugtests an den alten Anker gemacht. Altes Material geräumt. (Quelle:
https://schlucht.ch/?view=article&id=1089&Itemid=203)

2024-06-26 | Horst Lambauer |    |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
All stands tip top (machine translated)

2024-06-01 | Thorsten K. |      |    |    |  High |  Completed
All levels ok. Water level was slightly higher (approx. 6 stones). As always a beautiful canyon. (machine
translated)

2024-06-01 | Peisen |     |  |    |  High |  Completed
6.5 Stones washed over Due to the change in the canyon, 2-3 anchors could be renewed or be placed anew
(machine translated)

2024-05-10 | Fred | |  |  |  High |  Completed
High water level, not slippery. Various fixed ropes come to an exit. (machine translated)

2024-05-10 | Peisen |     |  |    |  High |  Completed
7+ stones washed over. Excellent conditions for the use of various cable cars. Not very slippery for walking. 
(machine translated)

2024-05-05 | System User | |  |  | |
Automatisch importiert von Schlucht.ch für Canyon Valle di Cugnasco inferiore, Wasserstand: "hoch (6 Steine
überspült)" Verankerungen: "sehr gut (inox)" Viel Wasser - aber sehr schön! (Quelle:
https://schlucht.ch/?view=article&id=1089&Itemid=203)

2024-04-21 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-04-21 | Alex Arnold |     |   |   |  Normal |  Completed
All ok. Some pools just deep enough again. Replacement necessary. (machine translated)

2024-04-08 | System User | |  |  |  Crazy |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) Magnifique dans ces
conditions. Ancre flottante indispensable pour un passage. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2024-04-07 | Bina |    |  |    |  High |  Completed
If you know the canyon very well, it is fun even when there is a lot of water. 1 key point where you need a floating
anchor/backpack to build a rappel guide. (machine translated)

2024-04-07 | Patrik Bartel |    |     |     |  High |  Completed
Quite high water level, all stones washed over. Watch out at the siphon, short spot just before the exit. (machine
translated)

2024-04-07 | System User | |  |  |  Crazy |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) With this waterflow (all stones
under water) only do this canyon with a good knowledge. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2023-11-08 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Cugnasco (inferieur) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/2665/observations.html)

2023-09-08 | Bina |     |  |    |  Normal |  Completed
Friday afternoon door (machine translated)

2023-09-02 | Bina |     |  |    |  Normal |  Completed
Always beautiful. (machine translated)

2023-04-02 | Daniel Sturm | |    |  | |  Not done
Description added/updated. (machine translated)

2023-03-09 | System User |    |  |  | |
Daten importiert von https://www.canyoning.or.at/index.php/liste-aller-canyons/116-cugnasco

2022-05-22 | Tim |      |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
all top (machine translated)

2021-09-27 | Joey CIA |    |  |     |  Normal |  Completed
Super, 3.5 stones superiore during the water check (machine translated)



Parts:
Cugnasco (sup-sup), v6 a4 IV, ++
Cugnasco (superiore), v5 a4 III, 50min+2h50+10min
Cugnasco (inferiore), v3 a4 III, 45min+2h15+2min


