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Country: Italia / Italy   Region: Piemonte   Subregion: Verbano-Cusio-Ossola   Town: Altoggio
Difficulty:  not as difficult Grading:  v3 a3 IV Total time:  2h35
Approachtime: 30min Tourtime: 2h Returntime: 5min
Altitude entry: 600m Altitude exit: 460m Delta Altitude: 140m
Canyon length:  800m Highest rapell: 28m Amount rapells: 6
Transport: Car required Rock type: drainage area: km²
Season: June - September Orientation: South Best Time:

Rating:  4.6 (9) Info:  2.8 (5) Belay:  2.5 (6)
Specialities:
Dam (autom. flushing), Dam (inform operator),
Gear:
Ropes: 1x15m, 1x30m, 1x35m
Summary: (machine translated)
Short, gloomy canyon with impressive ambience.
Hydrology: (machine translated)
From a very large catchment area, flow regulated 3 km upstream at the dam.
Very sporty over 100 l/s.

Upstream dam with automatic opening in case of overflow. When the level of retention (visible from the upstream 
part) is low, low risk. If the level rises (in case of heavy rainfall) a siren is triggered.
CALL BEFORE DESCENDING:
Società Idroelletricche Riunite Spa - Centrale: 032435112
Access: (machine translated)
Coming from the south on the SS33, we drive past Domodossola and take the exit to the north of this town. From 
here we head east and then cross the bridge over the Isorno to the orographic left bank of the river. Here we 
continue upstream to the exit of the road (P2 - parking exit). The last 3.5 km are on a bumpy sand road.

Take the second car back across the Isorno and then up to Altoggio. Here we park either in the large square at the 
entrance to the village or near the church.
See approach and relocation sketch in photo gallery.
Approach: (machine translated)
In the village, walk in front of the church, before the short staircase turn right underneath a row of houses in the 
direction of the fields. Behind the house, briefly turn left and then soon right again across the meadow into the 
northeast corner of the cultivated fields. Here we find a wayside shrine and just behind it the beginning of a clear 
path. After passing the wayside shrine, we go downhill in switchbacks. We ignore the first path branching off in a 
serpentine, our path branches off to the left about 130m before reaching the bridge (stone man). Ascend about 
10hm into a small saddle, then descend straight into the shallow valley on the other side. We soon reach a small 
house on the canyon rim. Here we now descend (yellow markers) to the bottom of the gorge - handrails are 
provided in sections.\n\Man can also ascend from the lower parking lot to the entry. The path is registered in the 
OSM but should be difficult to find.



Tour: (machine translated)
   * Short downclimb
   * 18m rappel from chain on the right (can be jumped after 4m, narrow but deep pool)
   * 5min downclimb
   * 12m rappel or jump
   * 28m rappel from chain right. You can also rappel two meters in advance through a crevice into the dome 
behind the waterfall. If there is a lot of water, however, it can be difficult to pass under the waterfall.
   * 50m swim in a great atmosphere
   * 15m rappel from chain on the right, can also be jumped
   * 18m rappel from the chain on the left
   * 15m rappel from the chain on the top left
This is followed by another longer swim through the last pool, which is bordered by a dam. Climb up the left side 
of the dam over iron pins and then rappel 8m from two anchors on the right.
Return: (machine translated)
After the last rappel and the large pool, we climb down over the small dam and exit about 50m to the left via an 
overgrown forest road. In 2017 there were dozens of beehives in the exit area, so be careful.
Coordinates:
Canyon Start  46.1715 8.3551
Parking at Exit  46.1649 8.3573
Parking at Entry  46.1671 8.3456
Canyon End  46.1668 8.3581

http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.17150000,8.35513000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.16490000,8.35730000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.16710000,8.34560000
http://www.google.com/maps/place/46.16680000,8.35810000


Reports:

2025-07-12 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) RAS les sauts de 15m passent (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2025-07-12 | Jason Walker |      |     |    |  Normal |  Completed
Anchors in here were good - but many are bent, and a few are quite strange expansion bolt + chain with no
hanger type jobs... Not immaculate... The canyon is unreal. Probably nudging V4 and A4 realistically, especially
with a better flow than today. The rock is mega grippy, but some of the anchors are probably more involved to
access than V3 would suggest. I suspect all the abseils could be jumped (you'd want to have a really really good
look with goggles... and be an exceptionally firey individual)

2025-07-09 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Pas des remarques (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2025-07-03 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Passe bien avec un débit qui ne donne
pas envie d'aller dans l'actif grace au super équipement bien placé. Eau turbide à cause du gros orages de la
veille et centrale électrique appelée qui nous a donné le feu vert. En encadrement avec un chouette groupe
content d'être là (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2025-06-30 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Ras. Toujours aussi magnifique.Sans la
navette, il y a un bus qui monte jusqu'à Altoggio. Départ vers 8h, 9h et 14h. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2025-06-29 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) DC++, nothing dangerous but there is
water. Make sure you take the deviation for the c14 at the beginning, the first of our group didn't and it
completely destroyed the mantle of our rope in one rappel!! Beautiful canyon. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2025-06-27 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Classe ! Trop court ! une première
pour moi, mais selon critères DC je dirais DC++. Equipement ok, qq traces d’une crue avant ( feuilles/branches
dans relais en hauteur) Il y a un peu d’eau, ça brasse un peu par endroit et à certains endroits il faudra un
minimum de lecture d’eau pour passer facilement. Pas vraiment de danger mais si on n’a pas l’habitude on peut
se faire brasser un peu. La veille il y avait un orage après 10 jours de beau temps. Bien penser à appeler la
centrale avant… (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2025-06-17 | Wolfgang |      |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
We had the choice of Gondo or Isorno as a second tour. It was Gondo (easier to judge) and it was a good choice.
Great as always, all anchors ok (machine translated)

2024-10-13 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Magnifique canyon. Le dernier
enchaînement est splendide et bien encaissé. On s'est fait plaisir (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-09-22 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Toujours un must même si trop court,
nous en voulons encore!Quelques broches de tordues mais aucun impact pour l'utilisation des relais (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-09-20 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Un seul défaut, trop court. (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-09-19 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Ambiance incroyable ! Aucun danger
lié à l'eau. Beaucoup de relais sont pliés par la dernière crue. Le plus délicat a été d'accéder au canyon à partir du
pont. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-31 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-26 | Anja |      |     |   |  Low |  Completed
Everything tiptop! Meg beautiful tour. We drove up instead of walking due to repeated advice. Access was super
easy to find thanks to the cairns. An absolute MUST in the region! Please call the power station beforehand.
(machine translated)

2024-08-25 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Alvaro Canyon (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-14 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Not done
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Si vous ne pouvez pas faire la navette,
on vous déconseille la marche d'approche décrite dans DC : interminable (2h30 plutôt que 1h/1h30) et
paumatoire dans des pentes super raides et à peine tracées (carto indispensable !). On est arrivé à l'entrée du
canyon à 12h30 et ça tonnait déjà hélas ! On a donc prudemment renoncé pour se taper l'autre partie de la
marche de retour par la route d'accès au village du départ ; heureusement on nous a pris en stop juste au
démarrage de l'orage à 12h50 !! (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-13 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-08 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Incroyable, magnifique, à faire !!!!
Bravo pour l’équipement, RAS (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-06 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) On a fait le grand rappel guidé sur la
dernière cascade, vraiment magnifique comme tout le reste. (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-04 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-08-03 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) DC plus Équipements RAS Très belle
encaissements et de belles vasque A ne pas rater Les passage les plus arrosé peuvent être évité par des
équipements supplémentaires Beau rappel guidé possible sur la dernière cascade non faite (Quelle:
https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-07-31 | System User | |  |  |  High |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) (Quelle: https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-07-30 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) 2h à 5. Ancrages ok, le 2eme rappel
se saute. (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-07-30 | CARLO ALBERTO MONTORSI |      |   |   |  Normal |  Completed
We walked up from the parking lot downstream because we did not have two cars. We regretted that we did not
walk the route one would take by car to get to the upstream parking lot. The trail was marked and obvious at first,
then we were 2 1/2 hours on hinted tracks, tall vegetation and several brambles. It climbs a lot in elevation and
then descends quite a bit to the creek entrance. Access on foot not recommended. Better to go by road and when
you reach the village hope for the car stop. The creek is wonderful, water in the final reservoir is present. Some
anchorages are slightly damaged, but still already doubled (machine translated)

2024-07-27 | System User | |  |  |  Normal |  Completed
Automatisch importiert von Descente-Canyon.com für Canyon Isorno (final) Très beau mais assez court.Marche
d'approche depuis le bas un peu paumatoire (Quelle: https://www.descente-canyon.com/canyoning/canyon-
debit/21414/observations.html)

2024-06-28 | Rok | |     |  |  Crazy |  Not done
Unfortunately far too much water for us. The photo is from the Devil's Bridge. But it was still a nice hike. We'll be
back... (machine translated)

2023-09-05 | Patrick Summerer |      |     |     |  Normal |  Completed
Again great experience, the ambience when you come out behind the waterfall is just impressive! Experienced
can jump almost everything (Attention at the last 15m drop you have to jump far ahead!) (machine translated)

2023-03-09 | System User |   |  |  | |
Info: Teile der Canyonbeschreibung wurden automatisiert übernommen. Konkret die Felder Weblinks, Koordinaten,
Rating, Länge des Canyon, Einfachseil Mindestens von https://www.descente-
canyon.com/canyoning/canyon/23504

2023-03-09 | System User |     |  |  | |
Daten importiert von https://canyon.carto.net/cwiki/bin/view/Canyons/IsornoinfCanyon.html

2021-09-24 | Christian Balla |      |  |     |  High |  Completed
An absolutely magnificent canyon north of Domodossola is the Torrent de Isorno (inférieur/aval). The access takes
about 30 minutes, initially without any significant difference in altitude and later it goes downhill. At the waypoint
marked on the map https://www.christian-balla.de/Isorno, it is worth taking a detour: instead of passing the
mountain on the left, go up to the summit and enjoy the view - but then you have to return to the waypoint. The
last part of the access is not without danger: caution is advised here. The canyon starts with a few minutes of
walking and downclimbing. This is followed by the first of 6 anchors, 4 of which are between 15 and 20 meters
high. The highest rappel is 28 meters high, although rope is still needed for the rope traverse at C28. The C28 is
the highlight of the Isorno: it gets dark and the abseil line runs through the thundering water of the waterfall.
Once at the bottom, you swim through the waterfall. The canyon exits at the dam wall. When the water level is
low, it is possible to climb onto the dam wall on the left-hand side. Video of this tour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV9o7XTHCrI (machine translated)

2020-08-05 | Christian Balla |      |  |     |  Normal |  Completed
A fascinating canyon. You simply have to do a canyoning tour here. Even more than once. Video of the tour:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IES3DblVy_c Photos: https://www.christian-balla.de/Isorno  (machine
translated)


